1/12/2309 08:93 PM 



Slater & Mais II. L L P 



97273292 1 8 




Slater & Matsil, L.L.P. 

Suite 1000 
17950 Preston Road 
Dallas, Texas 75252-5793 
Phone: 972-732-1001 Facsimile: 972-732-9218 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 



To Commissioner for Patents 

Mail Stop Issue Fee 
Facsimile Number: (703)746-4000 



Total Pages Sent: 8 
(including cover sheet) 

Transmission Date: January 12, 2005 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant: 
Serial No: 
Date Filed: 
Title: 



Gates, ex al 
10/660,979 
September 12, 2003 
Spare Tire Bracket 



Docket No.: 
Art Unit: 



Examiner: 



DLG-001 



3632 



Ramon O. Ramirez 



CERTIFICATION OF FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION 

I hereby certify that the following papers are being transmitted by facsimile to the U.S. 
Patent and Trademark Office Mail Stop Issue Fee at (703) 746-4000 on January 12, 2005: 

- Certification of Facsimile Transmission (1 page) 

- Information Disclosure Statement (1 original and 1 copy) 

- Statement Under 37 CFR 1.97(e) (1 page) 

- Form PTO/SB/08a with 1 reference cited (1 page) 

- Copy of International Search Report for PCT/US04-29413 (DLG-001PCT) (3 pages) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Legal Assistant 



Confirmation Respectfully Requested 



This facsimile Is intended only for the use of the address named and contains legally privileged and/or confidential information, if 
you are not the Intended recipient of this telecopy, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, copying or use of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. Applicable privileges are not waived by virtue of the document having been transmitted by 
Facsimile. Any misdirected facsimiles should be returned to the sender by mail at the address indicated on this cover sheet. 



1f8 - RCVD AT 1/12/2005 6:47:25 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/0 • DNIS:74640C0 • CSfD:9727329218 * DURATION (mm-ss):03-20 




•TJ/I2/2&05 08:93 PM f Slater & Ma-tall. LLP 97 2732921 8 2/8 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

tut 

Applicant: Gates, etal Attorney Docket: DLG-001 

Serial No.: 1 0/660,979 Art Unit: 3632 

Filed: September 12, 2003 Examiner: Ramon O. Ramirez 

For: Spare Tire Bracket 

Mail Stop: Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1 450 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

The Applicant wishes to bring to the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office the 
information noted on the enclosed form PTO/SB/08A that may be considered material to the 
examination of the above-identified application. 

This Information Disclosure Statement is submitted under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(d) together 
with a Statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e), and a $180.00 fee set forth in 37 CJF.R. §U7(p) as 
this disclosure is being filed after final action or notice of allowance, whichever occurs first, but 
before payment of the issue fee. A copy of the search report is provided for the Examiner's 
convenience. 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1.98(aX2)(i), as amended, copies of U.S. Patents cited are not being 
submitted. However, Applicant has included copies of any non-patent literature. 

Please charge the required fee of $180.00 and any additional amount, or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Acct. No 50-1 065 of the below mentioned firm. 

01/14/E005 OXB8F1 88830002 5010S5 i$mm Respectfully submitted, 
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Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 45,862 

Slater & Matsil, L.L.P. 
17950 Preston Rd., Suite 1000 
Dallas, TX 75252 
(972) 732-1001 (phone) 
(972) 732-9218 (fax) 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Gates, et ah 
10/660,979 
September 12, 2003 
Spare Tire Bracket 



Examiner: 



Attorney Docket: 
Art Unit: 



DLG-001 



3632 



Ramon O. Ramirez 



For: 



Mail Stop: Issue Fee 
Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1.97(e) 



The undersigned hereby certifies that either: 

(X) Each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was 
cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, not more than three months prior to the filing of the statement, or 

( ) No item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement 



- was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application, and 

-to the knowledge of the undersigned, after making reasonable inquiry, was 



known to an individual designated in 37 CFR 1 .56 (c) more than three months prior to the filing 
of the Information Disclosure Statement. 



Slater & Matsil, L.L.P. 
17950 Preston Rd., Suite 1000 
Dallas, TX 75252 
(972) 732-1001 (phone) 
(972) 732-9218 (fax) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Date 




Attorney for Applicant 
Reg. No. 45,862 
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PTD/SB/OSa (08-03) 
Approved fox use through 07/31/2008. OMB 0651-0031 
U.S. Patent end Trademark Ofnea: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 



/ Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 
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•EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not m conformance and not 
considered. Indude copy of this farm with next communication to applicant 'Applicants unique citation designation number (optional). Sec Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.u8Dtp.QOv or MPEP 001.04. 'Enter Office that issued the document by the two-letter code (W1P0 Standard ST. 3). *for 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under W!PO Standard ST. 16 if possible. "Applicant Is to place a check mark here if English language 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of Information Is required by 37 CFR 1 .07 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the pubiic which Is to fie (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This coHecbon is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
inckjding gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wfcl vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent 
end Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commission for P stents, P.O. Box 1450, Alsxsndrts, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance In completing the form, call i-fiOO-PTO-9t99 and select option 2. 
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